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The famous African proverb, “it takes a village to raise a child,” 
should ring more true to parents and families today than ever before. 
Juggling parental responsibilities while maintaining a career 
(especially those parents who lead single-family households) is not 
easy.  Not to mention the stress and hardships many children are 
already facing from extensive social media use to disconnectedness 
and isolation, and other difficulties at home. And these problems are 
all pre-pandemic!  Children today are experiencing higher levels of 
anxiety, depression, and even trauma more than ever before. Thirty-
five million of the United States’ children have experienced one or 
more severe types of trauma.  That’s about half the child population.  
So “who” is the “village”?  Every adult, but especially people who 
contribute to a child's upbringing starting with parents, extended 
family, neighbors, teachers, health professionals, spiritual leaders 
and policy makers.  This proverb conveys the idea that a child's well-
being and development is the responsibility of the community, not 
just the parents and was the theme for the Annual 2025 April 
Convening to define roles in our “village”! 
   

Let’s raise children who won’t need to 
recover from their childhoods! 



FCCAP was started by volunteers in 1981 and appointed by the Fresno County Board of Supervisors in 1995 as the Child Abuse Prevention 
Council (CAPC) for Fresno County. CAPCs are legislated in the Welfare and Institutions Code Section 18980 of the State of California 
mandating every county (58) establish a CAPC to carry out specific Legislated functions within that county. CAPC’s were created in response 
to the legislature’s findings that the prevention of child abuse requires the involvement of the entire community. Accordingly, every CAPC’s 
mission is to coordinate community efforts to prevent and respond to child abuse and neglect, which includes these objectives: 

Provide a forum for interagency cooperation/coordination in prevention, detection, treatment & legal processing of child abuse cases.  
Promote public awareness of the abuse and neglect of children and the resources available for intervention and treatment.  
Encourage and facilitate training of professionals in the detection, treatment, and prevention of child abuse and neglect.  
Recommend improvements in services to families and victims. 
Encourage and facilitate community support for child abuse and neglect programs.

MISSION OF CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCILS 

The Children’s Advocates Roundtable is one of several forums FCCAP utilizes to address current 
issues affecting children and families in Fresno County primarily through multi-disciplinary 
collaborative discussion on implementation of change within the systems of child abuse 
prevention, intervention and treatment.  Topics addressed in this fiscal year are listed below.

Over 21 million Americans are recognized for their 
recovery from SUD (substance use disorders).  

They exemplify courage, hope, and resilience as they seek new beginnings and help countless others find pathways 
to healing.  Celebrating their recovery along with honoring the loved ones who have supported them is creating 
awareness and prevention education. Too many families have lost their children, siblings, parents, and friends to 
SUD and overdose.  This virtual roundtable shared and celebrated recovery stories that connect community 
members with one another and offered hope to those who are still struggling.  Presented by two health professionals 
from Valley Children’s Healthcare Child Advocacy Clinic, The Guilds Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Center; 
Jerica Secula and Cheyne Phillips, LCSW.  

When children are separated from their parents during 
the Holidays, it can be challenging for both parents and 

children.  Especially for children in foster care, divorced, military, or separated due to recovery or prison, the 
holidays can be particularly difficult as they are not only separated from parents but other family.  The lack of 
familiar traditions may cause heightened emotions due to the change in their family dynamic, often leading to 
feelings of sadness, anxiety, and confusion.  Separation from parents can lead to increased risks of 
depression, attachment issues, difficulty with social functioning, and PTSD for both parents and children. This 
virtual discussion was facilitated by parents, survivors and professionals to provide comfort for children under 
stress and  techniques for self-care for the caregivers as well!      

Every April, the FCCAP promotes public awareness of the 
abuse and neglect of children and resources available for 

prevention, intervention, and treatment. The 2025 convening theme was the famous African proverb, because 
children today are experiencing higher levels of anxiety, depression, and trauma more than ever before. So “who” 
is the “village”?  This proverb conveys the idea that a child's well-being and development is the responsibility of the 
community, not just the parents. This year we asked every adult to define their role in our “village”, especially those 
who contribute to a child's upbringing starting with parents, extended family, neighbors, teachers, health 
professionals, spiritual leaders and policy makers.  

k. 
Headline news from Washington of the three Decker sisters 
murdered in May after their father took them for visitation made 

this topic more alarming and necessitated the urgent need for prevention education on children’s rights! Family 
courts fail to protect children when custody is being awarded to the abusive parent which is 85% in California!  
FCCAP is receiving calls from concerned parents and asked agencies to provide more information on how caring 
adults can protect children from abuse and domestic violence.  Piqui's Law (SB 331 Rubio, enacted January 1, 
2024), was discussed on how this law ensures that critical training is 
developed and established for judicial officers involved in domestic 
violence and child custody matters and set up reporting requirements 
on education and training participation taken by judicial officers.     

SEPTEMBER 2024- September is National Recovery Month 

DECEMBER 2024- NOT Home for the Holidays 

APRIL 2025- It Takes a Village to Raise a Child

JUNE 2025- Children’s Rights in Family Court



APRIL CONVENING FOR CHILD ABUSE AND PREVENTION

Every April, CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AWARENESS MONTH, FCCAP promotes public awareness of the abuse and neglect 
of children and resources available for prevention, intervention, and treatment. The 2025 April Convening was held at 
Sunnyside Country Club and featured presentations from professionals and parents on the current topics pertaining to risk 
factors for children’s health, safety and rights.   Pictured below are some of the presenters (clockwise); Valley Children’s 
Healthcare’s Guild Child Abuse Prevention & Treatment Center Team; Dept. of Social Services team; Sgt. Jackson & Senior 
DA Investigator, Derek Scott; Child Welfare Consultant, Roger De Leon Jr.; ICAC team; & Sgt. Jackson & Christy Camara. 

These dedicated professionals help FCCAP provide forums for interagency collaboration.  ♥   

Special appreciation to new FCCAP Board Member, Sgt. Marissa Jackson for helping coordinate the event agenda.  Jackson, born 
and raised in Fresno, experienced trauma as a child and wanted to devote her life to giving back to the community so she became 
a police officer in 2005.  With 7 years of Investigating Detective Specialty on Domestic Violence, she is an expert witness on the 
effects of spousal abuse and was awarded the Marjaree Mason Top 10 Women in 2023 and appointed to the FCCAP Board in 2024.  

Thank you to the April Event Sponsors!

Co-Sponsors:

Major Sponsors:



GRANTS  
Fresno Co. Children’s Trust Fund/Kids Plate …….$205,951 
The Fansler Foundation …………….………………..$65,315 
Community Regional Medical Center ………………$10,000 
IN-N-OUT Burger Foundation..………………………$10,000 
Calif. State Office of Child Abuse Prevention ……….$7,800 
Grapevine Giving ……………………………………….$5,600 
Valley Children’s Healthcare …………………………..$5,000 
The 5th Commandment Fund ………………..………$3,000 
Anthem Blue Cross …………………………………….$2,000 
Cal-Viva Health …………………………………………$1,000 
First 5 Fresno County …..……………………………..$1,000 

REVENUE FOR TRAININGS  
MDRT, SOC, TAT, AD, CA, ISR .….………………..…$1,120 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
FCCAP Board Members …………………………………$300 
April Campaign & Year End Gifts..…………………….$8,893 
Miscellaneous Income …………………………………$1,554 

TOTAL REVENUE………………………………….. $328,533 
FCCAP is a local nonprofit 501(c)(3) agency Tax ID # 94-2788744.  

PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE FOR 
JULY 2024- JUNE 2025

12,542 – Child Abuse Pamphlets distributed 

  2,064 – Family Resource Posters distributed 

  1,329 – Professionals Trained in Mandated Reporting 

     967 – Information and Referral Contacts 

     250 – Children’s Advocates Roundtable Attendees 

       60 – Pediatric Death Reviews 

       39 – Parents Trained in Family Strong 

       29 – Adults Trained in Domestic Violence 

       15 – Adults Trained in Adverse Childhood Experiences 

       15 – Adults Trained in Child Abuse and Neglect 

       15 – Adults Trained in Substance Exposure & Child Abuse 

       11 – Children trained in Talk About Touching 

17,336 – TOTAL NUMBER OF SERVICES

Agape Schools 
Alliant University 
American Ambulance 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California 
Big Sandy Rancheria 
California Health Collaborative 
California Highway Patrol 
California Perinatal Hub 
California Psychological Institute 
California State University, Fresno 
CSUF, Social Work Student Association | Phi Alpha  
     Honor Society 
California Teaching Fellows 
CalTrin- Calif. Training Institute 
CalViva Health 
CART- Center for Advanced Research & Technology 
CASA of Fresno &  Madera Counties 
Cesar Chavez Foundation  
Center for Family Strengthening, SLO Co. 
Central Calif. Coalition of CAPCs 
Central Valley Prayer Against Child Trafficking     
Centro la Familia Advocacy Services 
Children’s Learning Center 
Central Valley Children’s Services Network 
Children’s Movement of California 
Children's Now 
Children’s Rights 
City of Reedley 
Clovis Police Department 
Clovis Unified School District 
Coalinga Neighborhood Resource Center 
College Assistance Migrant Program, CSUF 
College of the Sequoias - Upward Bound 
Community Action Partnership Fresno & Madera 
Community Based Learning, CSUF 
Community Care Licensing 
Community Regional Medical Center 
Comprehensive Youth Services 
Creative Minds 
Cultiva La Salud 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center 
Early Childhood Discovery Center 
Every Neighborhood Partnership 
Exceptional Parents Unlimited 
Family Resource Centers 
FASD Task Force of Southern Calif. 
Fatherhood Fire 
First 5 Fresno County 
First Focus  
Focus Forward 
Franklin Head Start 
Fresno American Indian Health Project 
Fresno City College 
Fresno County Board of Supervisors 
Fresno County Dept. of Behavioral Health 
Fresno County Dept. of Public Health 
Fresno County District Attorney’s Office 
Fresno County Family Child Care Association 
Fresno County Pediatric Death Review Committee  
Fresno County Superintendent of Schools 
Fresno County Sheriff - Coroner’s Office 
FCHIP Fresno Community Health Improvement   
    Partnership 

Because of the complexity and scope of child maltreatment, it 
takes many disciplines and services working collaboratively to 
intervene and prevent further abuse. FCCAP acknowledges the 
importance of each and every one of our “partners in prevention” 
because it takes the support of an entire community to protect 
children and keep them safe and healthy. Thank you all!

PREVENTION PARTNERS 2024-25 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION & 
INTERVENTION SERVICES 

Fresno County Dept. of Social Services 
Fresno County Trauma & Resilience Network 
Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission 

Fresno Police Department 
Fresno Rescue Mission 

Fresno Unified School District 
Fresno Unified Student Support Services 

GLOW 
Greater Bay Area CAPC Coalition 

Happy Day’s Preschool 
Hinds Hospice, Fresno SOS 

Highway City Community Center 
Jack and Jill’s Learning Center 

Kerman Police Dept. 
Little Miracles Christian Preschool 

Madison Head Start 
Marjaree Mason Center 

Mendota Unified School District 
Mosqueda Head Start 

Molly’s Head Start 
Northpointe Community Church 

Office of Child Abuse Prevention, Calif. DSS 
Owen’s Valley Career Development Center 

Orange Cove Police Department  
Parent University 

Phoenix Academy 
Reading and Beyond 
Reedley Police Dept. 

Safe Kids Central California 
Sanger Family Resource Center 

Sanger Police Dept. 
Selma Police Dept. 

Selma Neighborhood Resource Center 
Steam-Ed Academic Center &  

Differential Response   
                                                                             Stone Soup 

Strategies TA 
Teens that Care 

3R’s Group Homes 
Tilley Elementary 

United Way 
United We Lead 

USCF Fresno Center for Medical Education & Research 
Upward Bound- Reedley & Porterville 

Valley Health Team 
Valley Children’s Healthcare 

VMS Family Counseling Services 
Westside Family Preservation Services Network 

Women, Infant & Children (WIC) 
United Health Centers 

Zero to 3 
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