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When many families are suffering from substance use disorders, it can impact a
. whole community! The increase in substance misuse, namely alcohol, marijuana,
Sylvia Estrada, AAS methamphetamine and other legal and illegal drugs has a direct impact on the

Office Manager children of the parents who are using. Approximately 66% of all child maltreatment

cases involve substance abuse. Therefore, in order to provide primary prevention
Sandra Guerrero, BA education to parents we must create an awareness campaign and supportive
Prevention Education Coordinator services to address how substance misuse is a danger to the health and safety of all

infants and children — before and after birth!

Let’s raise children who won’t need
to recover from their childhoods!
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MISSION OF CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION COUNCILS

The Fresno County Board of Supervisors appointed FCCAP in 1995 as the Child Abuse Prevention Council (CAPC) for Fresno County.
CAPCs are legislated in the Welfare and Institutions Code Section 18980 of the State of California mandating every county (58) establish a
CAPC to carry out specific Legislated functions within that county. CAPC’s were created in response to the legislature’s findings that the
prevention of child abuse requires the involvement of the entire community. Accordingly, every CAPC’s mission is to coordinate community
efforts to prevent and respond to child abuse and neglect, which includes these objectives:

Q Provide a forum for interagency cooperation/coordination in prevention, detection, treatment & legal processing of child abuse cases.
Q Promote public awareness of the abuse and neglect of children and the resources available for intervention and treatment.

Q Encourage and facilitate training of professionals in the detection, treatment, and prevention of child abuse and neglect.

Q Recommend improvements in services to families and victims. .
Q Encourage and facilitate community support for child abuse and neglect programs.
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The Children’s Advocates Roundtable is one of several forums FCCAP utilizes to address current

issues affecting children and families in Fresno County primarily through multi-disciplina
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Advocates Roundtable
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collaborative discussion on implementation of change within the systems of child abuse
prevention, intervention and treatment. Topics addressed in this fiscal year are listed below.

'

service agencies to support local efforts on prenatal care and legislation for The Respect Act. A presentation on
perinatal substance use and preventing adverse outcomes was given by Robin Linscheid Janzen, MD FAAFP, a
public health physician with Fresno County Dept. of Public who is board certified in Family Medicine and has a special
interest in women’s health, obstetrics, pediatrics, harm reduction, substance use treatment and trauma informed
care. Dr. Linscheid is the chair of Fresno County’s Perinatal Substance Use Taskforce and FIMR board and core

September is FASD Awareness Month. FCCAP encouraged participation of all human

faculty at UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine Residency. Dr. Linscheid also presented at April event. The FASD Respect Act

- i Child Sex Trafficking The summer premiere of the movie
Buy"_]g d Chlld for SEX THE SOUND OF FREEDOM exposed the shocking details on the horrors of child
IS Chlld Abuse - trafficking and exploitation and asked viewers to take action to help stop it and protect
children because it continues to grow at an alarming rate! The movie revealed that the
U.S. is the #1 consumer of child sex trafficking but, what can we do to stop it? Once
again, FCCAP asked all adults to step out of their comfort zone to learn how child sex

No one is for sale. Spot it. Stop it. Report it.
End Human Trafficking. Now.

trafficking is happening locally and what we can do to protect vulnerable children and prevent it from occurring.  Two local experts in sex
trafficking facilitated discussion — Debra Rush, Co-founder & CEO of Breaking the Chains and Evelyn Gonzalez, Outreach Coordinator at

Fresno EOC.

The Impact of Substance Misuse on Infants, Children Families & Our
Community — Every April, FCCAP promotes public awareness of the abuse and neglect of children and
resources available for prevention, intervention, and treatment. The 2024 convening addressed an
epidemic in America and our community —children’s exposure to drugs and alcohol, before, during, and
after pregnancy! It is critical for our community to begin serious conversations on how to raise
awareness, inspire public action, and advance programs and practices that educate adults on how to
protect children from the highest risk factors of maltreatment. Local professionals who presented from
their purview were: Dr. Robin Linscheid, District Attorney Lisa Smittcamp, Police Chief Paco
Balderrama, California Surgeon General Dr. Diana Ramos and FASD parent Stacey Andersen.

Risk Taking Behavior in Youth —a virtual discussion with presentations from experts and -?‘ 3_

survivors on topics of what are the greatest threats to the health and safety of children and youth. Since

summer is an especially difficult time for parents to keep close supervision of teens who are more

independent,

With the help of local experts, FCCAP has identified 3 top risk factors that are the most dangerous — drugs,
internet predators & behavioral health. Presentations by: Jim Horton surviving parent of opioid victim
Zachary Horton, pictured at right; CRMC Substance Use Navigator Stephanie Garcia; Chief DDA Midori
Howo; Senior DDA Amber Collins; and Clinical Supervisor for Youth Wellness with Fresno County
Dept. of Behavioral Health, Cecilia Gomez.

knowing how to protect them from the greatest harm is critical to their long term well-being.




PARENTS & PROFESSIONALS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

f service? Since 2007, Debra Bekerian,
e in child maltreatment; domestic violence
ich has been a valuable asset because these are
related to the health and safety of our most vulnerable
and children. Then in 2014 she joined the FCCAP Board as Vice
vide a stronger leadership role. This type of expertise not only sets
n apart from other volunteers but exemplifies her outstanding
ent to share her expertise to advance the work in prevention education not
th FCCAP but with other agencies and collaborative in Fresno and the Central
alley. Upon returning to the Fresno Community in 2005 from her work as a
Research Scientist in Applied Psychology at Cambridge, England, Dr. Bekerian
began donating thousands of hours in consultancy work in the arena of child
development and abuse prevention for other Fresno County agencies such as;
Dept. of Behavioral Health; Office of the Public Defender; Child Death Review, The
Sanctuary, EOC; Office of Education; and Save the Children. Bekerian’s work has
been acknowledged locally with a Child Advocacy Award in 2015 (pictured at top
left) and the Marjaree Mason Top Ten Women Award in 2016. Dr. Bekerian
continues to work as Core Faculty of the Clinical PsyD Program at California
School of Professional Psychology, Alliant International University, Fresno and also
teaches at the Graduate Level in Gestalt Psychotherapy at the School of
Psychology, University of East London, London, England (Clinical PhD Program).
Locally, her graduate teaching at Alliant University is in the area of Mental Health
Administration and Psychology; Group Psychotherapy, Basic Foundations of
Diagnoses, Clinical Supervision; Cognition and Affective Processes. Although
Bekerian has retired from the FCCAP Board after 10 years of outstanding volunteer
service, she remains committed to our agency continuing to offer data evaluation
consulting for child death reviews which provide valuable information on trends for
the most critical dangers to children.

Other FCCAP Board Members (pictured at left); Sgt. Daniel Macias, Sarah Putman;

President, Sandra Cramolini; Director Esther Franco, Cruz Avila, Sandra Flores and
Kristin Carraway.  Special thanks to Sgt. Macias for serving three years as our

e, Stacéyrr law enforcement representation.
e April 2024 ; Vo
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milies & Our Community. Stacey ? .
on how raising two adopted children with Ay \ b g

FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder)

~

cy to adulthood was a long difficult journey
e of the lack of knowledge, thus services for
D. Stacey knew her adopted children had been
prenatally exposed to drugs and alcohol but no health or
education professionals were able to provide any help
with the developmental delays. Through her research,
Stacey learned that FASD was more common than
Autism, yet there was awareness and support for children

Best wishes to Sandra Guerrero who served as the FCCAP
Prevention Education Coordinator since July 2017 and the
Bilingual Child Forensic Interviewer from 2013 to 2016.

with Autism. Over time, Stacey found online support and

Sandra’s expertise in child maltreatment prevention

the

resources. However, she shares education and extensive experience working with diverse
her story in the hopes other parents Latino families was a great asset to FCCAP prevention Wonderful
get the support she did not receive education programming. Sandra successfully implemented company

20 years ago, and states, “Even
though FASD education is
improving, we still have a long way
to go with educating professionals
and the public.”

la‘i\\% ”4\‘% la’,;\\fy la’,;\\fs la’i\\fy

Visit www.fccap.org to read Stacey’s full story.

the Family Strong / Familia Fuerte comprehensive
personalized training for parents in 2023 (pictured above left
& above right with her family). Sandra was also the largest
provider of Mandated Reporter trainings funded by The
Fansler Foundation and other trainings provided by FCCAP.
Note: Family Strong / Familia Fuerte is funded in part by
The Wonderful Company & In-N-Out Burger Foundation.
Sandra will be missed.
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UPDATES ON PROGRAMS,

Every April, CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AWARENESS MONTH, the Fresno Council on Child Abuse Prevention (FCCAP) promotes
public awareness of the abuse and neglect of children and resources available for prevention, intervention, and treatment. The 2024
April Convening was held at Chukchansi Resort and Casino and featured several local leaders speaking on the topic of The Impact of
Substance Exposure on Infants, Children, Families and Our Community. Presentations from professionals and parents provided
valuable information on the scope of this problem but the best summary by one of the presenters at the Convening, Fresno County
\ T :3 District Attorney, Lisa Smittcamp, (pictured below with former Fresno Police Chief Paco Balderrama) states; &} L)y

”~
\o, “There is nowhere for these parents to go. What we need to do is we need to educate! w
Drugs and drug addiction and alcohol is the core of what is the demise of our families, of our safety, of our economy, of our health. If

we could cure the thirst and the need of the American population to get over their want and need of drugs and drug addiction, we
would be a much happier and safe society.”
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Thank you to April Event Sponsors (listed below) & presenters: DA Lisa Smittcamp, Police Chief Paco Balderrama, Dr. Robin
Linscheid Janzen & parent advocate, Stacey Anderson. Special appreciation to Dept. of Social Services & Public Health for
partnering on this event & other programs.

: th
o ® Wonderful

q R company
p MEDICAL CENTER

OF
|

X
Sre Rm /3| " -
B, Anthem .'E?C?“%:ens Calvﬁr_\@




TRAININGS & ADVOCACY

Enacted in January 2023, Assembly Bill (AB) 2085 narrowed the definition of general “There are
neglect in California and provided that a parent/caregiver’s economic disadvantage is not
general neglect. Why only neglect? Because neglect is the most reported type of | EEhRNAGIVAULEE
maltreatment, often regarding issues related to poverty; yet nearly 80% of the reports are | VEIRR[R (X116

not substantiated. = FCCAP is part of a statewide task force reviewing strategies and abuse:
recommendations on how Mandated Reporters can adhere to AB 2085 effectively for '
supporting families in need when reporting to the Child Protection Hotline may not be the abused,
required by law. As the largest provider of Mandated Reporter Trainings in Fresno County the abuser

and the Central Valley, FCCAP staff is updating our training to provide Mandated
Reporters with an overview of AB 2085 and guidance on how to implement the new law.
The revised training will provide concrete strategies to make more accurate, consistent, | USRI £l [
and equitable decisions about reporting suspected general neglect. Above all, these
revisions will offer insight into approaches on how to support parents with information and
referrals to address the top 5 risk factors (poverty, substance misuse, mental health,
parenting knowledge and sexual predators) and the top five protective factors. FCCAP knows it is critical to properly train mandated reporters
so they can effectively support and/or report child maltreatment in the most appropriate manner that will help, not hurt, children by providing
parents with support to strengthen their families. This reform on reporting will provide a more natural support network for parents at risk
because families that are over-reported develop a multi-generational fear of public agencies and become isolated from help.

and

In 2021, The National Children’s Alliance reported 77% of the substantiated child
abuse cases were committed by a parent Therefore, reporting child maltreatment
concerns falls on the integrity of not only mandated reporters but all bystanders.
Other than parents, family members and teachers have the greatest interactions
with children which are bystanders and mandated reporters. The phrase "If you
see something, say something", is a powerful call to action in safeguarding children
from abuse and neglect. Recognizing the signs of abuse and/or neglect and
understanding how to offer support will foster a community of educated, aware, and
supportive adults who can create a safer environment for

children to thrive. FCCAP is able to provide

thousands of mandated reporter training every year

through funding from:

AGE ETHNICITY Pediatric Death Reviews

: The Pediatric Death Review Committee (PDRC) facilitated by
FCCAP through the Fresno County Coroner’s office, reviewed
the first infant/child death related to positive toxicology of
Methamphetamine, Methadone, and/or Fentanyl in 2015. Since
that time, the PDRC has noted a steady increase from one death
per year up to three per year over a 10-year time span from 2013
to 2023 for a total of 14 deaths. The age and ethnicity
breakdowns are illustrated at left showing the largest groups are
stillbirths and Latino infants. IUFD is Intrauterine Fetal Demise.

The majority of offenders are a parent to the victim.

Parent
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On May 8, 2023 Assembly Member Jim Patterson acknowledged National Fentanyl Awareness Day with this statement: Pediatric fentanyl
deaths have increased 3000% since 2013. As this crisis continues to spread across our country, | am continuing to fight along-side families of
overdose victims and law enforcement to bring forward legislation that would enhance penalties for fentanyl dealers. | want to get your
feedback on how we tackle this crisis that is taking the lives of 110 Californians a week.” Pediatric death NATIONAL
reviews are a prevention-oriented process that reviews the circumstances surrounding the death of a child to s '\

improve the health and safety of the community. A child’s death is a community tragedy and responsibility does .’\\

not rest in any one place and should catalyze action to understand “how” and “why” the death occurred in -_—

order to prevent future deaths and injuries. FCCAP coordinates the Fresno County PDRC utilizing the protocol Saving Lives Together
of the National Center for Fatality Review and Prevention.



PREVENTION PARTNERS

Because of the complexity and scope of child maltreatment, it
takes many disciplines and services working collaboratively to
intervene and prevent further abuse. FCCAP acknowledges the
importance of each and every one of our “partners in prevention”
because it takes the support of an entire community to protect
children and keep them safe and healthy. Thank you all!

Agape Schools Fresno County Dept. of Social Services
Alliant University Fresno County Trauma & Resilience Network
American Ambulance Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission
Angels of Grace Foster Family Fresno Housing Authority
Area 2 Head Start Fresno Pacific University
Aspiranet Fresno Police Department

Fresno Rescue Mission
Fresno Unified School District

Bethany Christian Services
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California

Big Sandy Rancheria Fresno Youth for Christ
Boys & Girls Club of Fresno County Fresno Unified Student Support Services
Bright Minds Daycare Friends of the Fresno County
California Early Childhood Mentor Program Public Library
California Health Collaborative Glow
California Psychological Institute Golden State Family Services
California State University, Fresno - Happy Day'’s Preschool
California Teaching Fellows I d & ] Hinds Hospice, Fresno SOS
CAPMC- Head Start % 4 , Highway City Community Center
Care Fresno \d Huron Unified
Caruthers Nazarene Jack and Jill's Learning Center
CASA of Fresno & Madera Counties Kaiser

Kids Kasa Foster Care, Inc.
Loretta’s Little Miracles
Little Miracles Christian Preschool

Cesar Chavez Foundation
Center for Family Strengthening, SLO Co.
Central California Autism Center

Central Calif. Coalition of CAPCs Made for Them
Centro Binacional Para El Desarollo Indigena Madera Department of Social Services
Oaxaqueno Madison Head Start

Centro la Familia

Children’s Learning Center

Children’s Services Network

Chrysalis House Inc.

City of Reedley

Clovis Community College

Clovis Police Department

Clovis Unified School District

Coalinga Neighborhood Resource Center
College Assistance Migrant Program, CSUF
Community Action Partnership Fresno & Madera

Marjaree Mason Center

Mendota Unified School District

Mosqueda Head Start

Molly's Head Start

New Covenant Community Church

Office of Child Abuse Prevention

Owen's Valley Career Development Center
Orange Cove Police Department
Parent University

Parlier Migrant Child Care Center
Parent University

Community Based Learning, CSUF Pathways
Community Care Licensing Phoenix Academy
Community Regional Medical Center Proteus Inc.
Comprehensive Youth Services Reading and Beyond

Safe Kids Central California

Sanger Family Resource Center

Sanger Leap

Selma Neighborhood Resource

Steam-Ed Academic Center & Differential Response

Creative Minds

Cultiva La Salud

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center
Dermer’s Creative Care

Early Childhood Discovery Center

Easton Presbyterian Church Stone Soup
Every Neighborhood Partnership \\ Strategies TA
Exceptional Parents Unlimited 5.0 N Teens that Care
Family Resource Centers \5 ‘ ‘ﬁ Tilley Elementary
Fatherhood Fire 4 Turning Point
Fig Garden Library United Way
Focus Forward United We Lead

Franklin Head Start USCF Fresno Center for Medical Education & Research
Fresno American Indian Health Project Upward Bound- Reedley
Fresno Barrios Unidos Valley Health Team
Fresno City College Valley Children’s Hospital
Fresno County Board of Supervisors VMS Family Counseling Services
Fresno County Dept. of Public Health Wayfinders
Fresno County District Attorney’s Office West Fresno Family Resource Center
Fresno County Family Child Care Association West Hills College
Fresno County Pediatric Death Review Committee Women, Infant & Children (WIC)
Fresno County Superintendent of Schools Where the Garden Grows Preschool
Fresno County Sheriff United Health Centers
FCHIP Fresno Community Health Improvement Youth Centers of America
Partnership

2023-24 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION &
INTERVENTION SERVICES

14,860 — Child Abuse Pamphlets distributed
2,174 — Professionals Trained in MDR
1,973 — Resource Posters distributed
1,167 — Information and Referral Calls
268 — Children’s Advocates Roundtable
139 — Internet Safety Risks Training for Parents & Tweens
92 — Adults Trained in Family Strong
68 — Pediatric Death Reviews
58 — Adults Trained in Child Abuse and Neglect
26 — Adults Trained in Stewards of Children
11 — Children trained in Talk About Touching
8 — Impact of Domestic Violence Training
20,844- TOTAL NUMBER OF SERVICES

PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE FOR

JULY 2023- JUNE 2024

GRANTS
Fresno Co. Children’s Trust Fund ..................... $207,181
The Fansler Foundation .....................ccooei, $65,315
The Wonderful Company ............ccocoeeiviienaennee. $15,000
Calif. State Office of Child Abuse Prevention .......... $7,300
IN-N-OUT Burger Foundation..............c.cocoiiennnnn. $6,000
Anthem Blue Cross ..........cccoevviviiiiiiiiiceiceen, $5,000
Community Regional Medical Center .................... $5,000
Chukchansi Resort & Casino ................cccoeeevnens. $5,000
Fifth Commandment Fund ..............ccooviiiiinnn... $2,000
Cal-VivaHealth ... $1,000
Valley Children’s Hospital ... $1,000
REVENUE FOR TRAININGS
MDRT, SOC, TAT,AD, CA, ISR ..ot $1,393
CONTRIBUTIONS
FCCAP Board Members ..........c.cooiiiiiiiiiinann. $1,600
April Campaign & Year End Gifts......................... $8,663
Miscellaneous Income ...........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. $986

......................................... $332,438
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	SEPTEMBER 2023  September is FASD Awareness Month. FCCAP encouraged participation of all human service agencies to support local efforts on prenatal care and legislation for The Respect Act.  A presentation on perinatal substance use and preventing adverse outcomes was given by Robin Linscheid Janzen, MD FAAFP, a public health physician with Fresno County Dept. of Public who is board certified in Family Medicine and has a special interest in women’s health, obstetrics, pediatrics, harm reduction, substance use treatment and trauma informed care.  Dr. Linscheid is the chair of Fresno County’s Perinatal Substance Use Taskforce and FIMR board and core faculty at UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine Residency.  Dr. Linscheid also presented at April event.

